English IV: AP English Literature and Composition Course Outline and Syllabus
Carnegie Vanguard High School

2023-2024

Course Objectives:

In this immersive course, students will have the opportunity to read “both wide
and deep,” including poetry, fiction, drama, and excerpts of prose from pre-
sixteenth-century epics to contemporary literature. The readings will focus
primarily on British and American literature, though the reading list will not
strictly be limited to this. This AP Lit course will provide students with many
opportunities to fully “experience...interpret...and evaluate literature” for greater
meaning. Discussions, individual writings and reflections —both in timed and
untimed settings—and multi-media projects will comprise the bulk of the
activities in the course and allow students to genuinely engage with these

A classic learning opportunities. In addition to the variety of analytical tasks that
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2. Explain the function of setting (textual details, character and setting)

3. Explain the function of plot and structure (sequence of events, structure,
significance of events, conflict)

4. Explain the function of the narrator or speaker (point of view, detail, diction,
syntax, reliability)

5. Explain the function of word choice, imagery, and symbols (literal, figurative)

6. Explain the function of comparison (similes, metaphors, personification,
allusions)

7. Develop textually substantiated arguments about interpretations of part or all
of a text (claim, evidence, thesis, commentary, control of language)

Summer Reading: (required

e Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. Dover Publications. London: 1995.

Major Literary Texts: Throughout the year, students will be reading from a diverse and challenging selection of major
literary works. These titles are representative of the caliber of full-text readings that will likely be used during this school

year.

Austen, Pride and Prejudice
Chopin, The Awakening
Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
Miller, The Crucible
Shakespeare, King Lear

Shakespeare, Hamlet

Voltaire, Candide

Walker, The Color Purple

Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest
Williams, Streetcar Named Desire

Additional reads > Selection of short stories, excerpts, & poetry from authors/poets such as:

John Keats, Leo Tolstoy, Emily Bronté, Robert Louis Stevenson, Edgar Allan Poe, Plato, Virgil, Edith Wharton, Herman Melville,
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Pu Songling, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Geoffrey Chaucer, Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Sylvia Plath,
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Emily Dickinson, William Wordsworth, Charles Darwin, D. H. Lawrence, Mary Shelley, Virginia Woolf,
etc.



Student Preparation:

* * x please Note: your laptop computer will be used daily throughout this course. * * *

Keep your laptop

happy & healthy! Students must actively maintain the operational ability of the computer and come to

@ class with the batterz Charged. (Remember: Seating next to an open outlet is not always a guarantee.)
- On *most* FRIDAYS, students will be taking a vocabulary quiz (on the "CANVAS”) and it will
require a fully-functioning laptop. Students must take the quiz if they are present for class and
~ (unless other arrangements have been made with me in advance), any technological difficulties

that they may have will come out of their provided quiz time.

<< Be advised that tests are also often frequently given via CANVAS. You will always know, in
advance, when they will take place; be prepared! © >>

* * x If you are using an HISD laptop, you must report any/all technical problems (as soon as you
notice them) to Mr. Jose Ceja (our campus “Power Up” representative) immediately. It is imperative
that you are proactive whenever you think that your computer is having an issue because Mr. Ceja may
not be able to fix your issue on the spot.

=»  His desk is located in Room 132
He can also be reached at: 713-732-3690 or JCEJALAR@houstonisd.org

Coursework, Grading, & Absence Policies

Coursework:

The vast majority of your AP LIT assighments will be given (& completed) within CANVAS. In addition to that, you
will be also using materials from Collegeboard’s “"AP Classroom” website, for both APMC practice & assessments, as you
prepare for the AP Literature exam in May.

=» Assignments for this course are scheduled far enough in advance that you will
always have ample time to prioritize & complete your coursework.

= You will always have access to all of your assignments (& classroom objectives)
by accessing CANVAS & the AP LIT calendar that is available to you on the CVHS
website.

Please bookmark this link < https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/163813#calendar239800/20230828/month > on your

computer so that you can regularly visit the AP LIT calendar page (that is updated & maintained by Mr. Parker) so that you
can see what is coming up on any given class day.

> > > 1) USE THE CALENDAR! 2) PAY ATTENTION TO DEADLINES! & 3) WORK AHEAD!!

Grading: Students will be evaluated on their analysis of a variety of literary texts and poetry. Students will: compose
original* essays & projects (created both in class and out of class), participate in literature-based assessments, and create
original (& inventive) small group projects in order to demonstrate their mastery of & connection to the literature.

[* Be advised, “original” means that the content that is submitted to the teacher has been created in its entirety by the same individual that turned it
in. Any attempt to subvert the composition process of creating original student submissions (including the use of Al-facilitated resources), or the act of
submitting any uncredited/miscredited content, is considered plagiarism and receive both a zero and a referral to the administration. Please refer to this
website for a thorough definition: https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-plagiarism]

Grading Categories: percentages & examples

o 50% Major Grades: Tests, Projects, Presentations, Major Writing Assignments, etc.
o 259% Quizzes: AP MC quizzes, Vocab Quizzes, Reading quizzes, etc.
o 25% Minor Grades: CANVAS Discussions, Vocab Activities, Lit. Activities, etc.
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Late Policy: Major writing assignments, that are submitted within 2 school days of the due date, can earn up to (but not
more than) a 70.

Retake Policy: As per the campus policy, 2 retakes are available, on major tests or skill/content quizzes, per cycle.
2> > For those students in extracurricular clubs, competitive organizations, or taking college visits, please note

that being away from school for a school-related or planned college-related activity does not excuse you from
turning in any due assignment at the posted & published deadlines.

Absences:

1) It is the student’s responsibility to find out what he/she/they missed.

2) Any in-class assignments not made up from an absence in a timely manner will result in a zero.

3) ALL DEADLINES ARE SET AND THEY WILL STAND: You have no excuse for missing any minor grade assignments,
regardless of your attendance on campus on any given day. They are open to you at the beginning of every
grading cycle. You have 24/7 access to them. ***work ahead***

Remember: vour next step is college... and to prepare yourself for the demands of your next
adventure, it is critical that you are organized, proactive, and communicative (with both your teachers &
counselors).

- TIPS FOR SUCCESS THIS YEAR: REFER TO PAGE 31 of your student handbook!

Use your time wisely, both in class and during SSEP. Take advantage of PEER TUTORING. Reach out to your
teachers. Use the retakes that are available to you. Support your friends. And whenever you need a little more
motivation, find ways to stay engaged in the coursework. You can help yourself to have a great year - but the
best way to do that is to make the best choices that you can, each and every day! ©

Special Note for the Parents/Guardians:

Congratulations (to both you & your child) on making it to the senior year!

We are looking forward to a wonderful year of guiding your child through the journey of making advanced literary connections through an exploration of
their personal reading experiences. With the writing assignments that will be given during this course, the students will be refining the adaptable writing skills that
will be a huge asset to them once they begin (& eventually surpass) college. And, as they get ready for that amazing step in their life, we hope to be an asset to them

throughout the college application process as well.

In addition to the content-specific skills and activities that will be covered throughout the year, students will also be given guidance to help them plan for the
college admissions process. During Cycle 1, we will have classroom visits from the counselors to provide the students with advice/assistance that will give them a
road map for how to be efficient in their approach to the admissions process. In addition, we will provide the students with targeted advice and guidance regarding

the writing of their college essays, and we will recommend preferred techniques for asking (and monitoring) the faculty/sponsors for recommendation letters.

Sincerely,
Kris Casperson & James Parker

CVHS AP LITERATURE teachers




